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DIFFERENT TEST FORMATS IN TEACHING ENGLISH

There are the different formats of tests that could be applied for testing of four language skills: reading, listening,
writing and speaking.

We look at multiple-choice tests, gap filling, dictations and so on.

Firstly, multiple choice tests. They could be effectively used for testing grammar, as well as for testing listening or
reading skills.

As you know a multiple-choice test looks like:

LA exception to the presumption of copyright is the «fair-use» doctrine.

a) hig b) major c) large d) great.

2. the source and/or advertising the source can weigh in favour of the finding of a use «fair».
a) Claiming b) Denoting ¢) Citing d) Exemplifying.

A task is represented by a number of sentences, which should be provided with the right variant, that is usually
given below. Apart from the right variant the learners are offered a set of distractors. The distractors usually slightly
differ from the correct variant, could be represented by the synonyms of the correct answer.

Next format is a short answer test format. Short answer tests could be substitutes to multiple-choice tests. These
tests will contribute to the students’ results, for they will be able to support their answers and clarify them.

This type of testing differs from multiple-choice questions by the absence of the answers. The learners provide the
answer themselves. Short answer test could be used for checking their various language skills techniques, such as
reading, listening or speaking activity.

True/False test. This test format is familiar for all the teachers and students. It looks like:

1. Heathrow, JFK and Charles de Gaulle are all famous railway stations.
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2. When you arrive in another country, you usually have to show your passport at immigration control.

I

3. Taxi drivers always refuse tips.
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Each reading task can be followed with true/false activities that will intend to check the students’ comprehension of
an article. The learners will be offered a set of statements some of which are true and some are wrong.

Another test format is dictation. Teachers use dictations to check spelling, to test listening comprehension. Dictation
helps the students to develop their abilities to distinguish between phonemes, separate words and intonation. Dictations
check the variety of skills: listening, reading, speaking and writing skills.

If we want to test grammar and language structures we can use different test formats: transformation, broken
sentences, sentence and paragraph completion, form filling, notes and diaries.

The teacher can use a variety of test formats, such as multiple-choice questions, transfer of information, reordering
the words, listening to the instructions to check the language skills of his students. Every teacher chooses himself the
tasks that will be appropriate to the way of teaching english.
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AHoTtanis. PisHnuenko A. Pi3Hi ¢opmaTu TecTiB y BUKJIAIaHHI aHTJilicbKkol MOBU. Te3u npucesaueHi numanHio
PpisHUX popmamie mecmis y HA8UAHHI MA GUKAAOAHHT IHO3eMHOT mosu. Icnye 6e3niu munie mecmig. Ceped Hux. mecmu
Ha nepesipKy 6MiHb, NepesipKy pigHs ni02omosKu, 0ideHOCMuyHi, npoeHocmuyni ma inwi. Icnye maxkoaic bacamo iHwux
MEeXHIK: MHOJCUHHUL 6UOID, Mpanc@opmayis, 3an06HeHHsI NPONYCKIB, CNIGEIOHOULEHHS, MAK/HI, GIOKPUMI 3aNUMAHHS,
BUNPABTIEHHS NOMUJIOK, d MAKONIC NepeKiao, ece, OUKMAHMU, 6y008a peyeHs.

Knrouosi cnosa: mecmu, 8uknadants mosu, opmamu mecmis, MHOJICUHHUU 6UOID, HABUYKU YUMAHHSA, HABUYKU
ayOit08aHHs, HABUUKU NUCOMA.

AnHoTanua. PusHnuenko A. PasHble ¢opmMaThl TeCTOB B NpPENOJABAHMHM AHIVIMHCKOro si3biKa. 7Te3ucwi
NOCBAUEeHbl 6ONPOCY PA3IULHBIX YOPMAMO8 Mecmos 8 00yyenuu u npenodasanHuu UHOCMpanno2o asvika. Cywecmayem
bonvuwioe koauuecmeo mecmos. Cpedu HUX: mecmvl HA NPOBEPKY YMeHUl, NPOBEPKY YPOBHA NOO20MOBKHU,
ouazHocmuyeckue, npocHocmuyeckue u opyzue. Taxdce ecmb MHO20 Opyeux MexHUK. MHOMCECMBEHHbIU 8blOO0p,
mpancghopmayus, 3anoiHeHue NPonycKo8, COOMHOUleHUe, O0a/Hem, OMKpblmbvle 80NPOCHI, UCHpABLeHUe OWUOOK, a
maxaice nepesoo, ece, OUKMAHMbL, NOCMPOEHUE NPEOTONCEHU.

Knrouesvie cnosa: mecmoi, npenodasanue A3viKd, (popmamsl mecmos, MHOMCECMBEHHbIU 8b100p, HABBIKU YMeHUs,
HABbIKU AYOUPOBAHUS, HABLIKU NUCbMA.

Summary. Riznychenko A. Different test formats in teaching English. Thesis are devoted to the question of the
different formats of tests in foreign language learning and teaching. It exists a variety of test types. There are
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proficiency, achievement, diagnostic, prognostic tests and others. There are also many elicitation techniques: multiple
choice, transformation, gap-filling, matching, true/false, open questions, error correction, other techniques, such as
translation, essays, dictations and sentence construction.
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